
COMPARISON OF LONG-TIME PROGNOSIS FOR BREAST CANCER

PATIENTS BETWEEN SENTINEL LYMPH NODE BIOPSY WITH BLUE 

DYE ALONE AND COMBINED METHOD

Kazuki Moro *1,Yu Koyama *2,Junko Tsuchida *1, Kohei Miura *1, Hiroshi Ichikawa *1, Yoshifumi Shimada *1,Jun 

Sakata *1, Toshifumi Wakai*1

*1 Division of Digestive and General Surgery, Niigata University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, 1-757 

Asahimachi-dori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City, 951-8510 Japan
*2 Niigata University Graduate School of Health Sciences, 2-746 Asahimachi-dori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City, 951-8518 Japan

PE 170

Results: There was no difference between the groups in the operation time, time for SLN

procedure, number of SLN, and postoperative recurrence. All the patients have survived,

except only one patient who refused adjuvant chemotherapy in the combined method

group and died at 40 months after operation. One patient with BD alone was confirmed

liver metastases 6 years after operation.

Introduction: Sentinel lymph node biopsy (SLNB) for early

stage of breast cancer has become a standard procedure

worldwide. To identify SLN, blue dyes (BD) and/or radioisotope

(RI) tracers have been popularly used. It has already been

showed that combined method has superiority in both

identification rate and false-negative rate than the dye alone,

however, long-time prognosis of SLNB by BD alone compared

with combined method has not been enough examined yet.

Aim:In this study, we re-evaluate the practice of performing

sentinel lymph node biopsy with BD alone.

Methods:

✓ A retrospective analysis 

✓ 114 consecutive patients with breast cancer  

✓ Between January 2014 and March 2015

January 2014ーSeptember 2014

SLNB with combined dye and isotope

October 2014ーMarch 2015

SLNB with dye alone 

(because of gamma probe failure)

✓ Done by experienced surgeons for SNB

Conclusion: Our results indicate that the long-time prognosis of SLNB with BD alone is

comparable to the combined method. Therefore, SLNB with BD alone remains an option

because of its technical simplicity and needless of any additional equipment or

procedures.


